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The inspiring true story of "the Indiana Jones of conservation." â€•The Guardian (UK)When

Lawrence Anthony, author of The Elephant Whisperer, cared for not only elephants but other types

of wildlife, including rhinos, on his nature reserve. So when he learned that there were only a

handful of northern white rhinos left in the wild, living in an area of the Congo controlled by the

infamous Lord's Resistance Army, he was determined to save them from extinction. If the world lost

this subspecies of rhinoceros, it would be the largest land mammal since the woolly mammoth to go

extinct, a tragedy for those who care about the world's endangered species.What followed was an

extraordinary adventure, as Anthony headed into the jungle to ask the rebels to help protect the

rhino. Sometimes funny, sometimes moving, and always exciting, The Last Rhinos tells the story of

his fight to save these remarkable creatures.
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I hesitated to give this book a high rating because it wasn't what I was hoping for: an account of the

way intrepid humans saved a bunch of rhinoceroses, filled with charming anecdotes about rhino

behavior. I don't know what I was thinking when I expected that, because I know the situation for all

the rhino species is unspeakably dire. Co-author Graham Spence says he thought of calling the

book "Blood Horn" and that might have been a more direct approach to indicate that this book is, at

least in part, an outraged call to action. The Last Rhinos as a title feels contemplative and wistful, as

if there is nothing left to be done, and unfortunately, that is the attitude that too many people are



already taking. There are only three rhinos in this entire book. Lawrence Anthony never even gets to

meet a single member of the subspecies he's trying to save before they're utterly gone. Instead of

the happy stories I somehow expected, this book is a fact-and-experience-based indictment of the

fatal disregard humans have for the other species on this planet.A single anecdote about the rhino

who lives in Thula Thula, Anthony's reserve in South Africa, serves to belie the idea that rhinos are

not intelligent or adaptable, and I will treasure that. Perhaps to try and make up for the general lack

of rhino experiences, Anthony intersperses what becomes a bizarre and scary narrative of human

politics with incidents involving elephants, bushbabies, buffalo, and other wonderful animals. All the

stories point to his deep belief that animals are as worthy as humans to occupy their space and live

undisturbed. At a couple of points, he comments that any person who spends enough time with

animals will witness evidence of their intelligence and sociability.
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